Center for Gender in Global Context (GenCen)
Community Engaged Research Internship Program

Goals and Guidelines

GenCen would like to invite undergraduate students wishing to gain research experience and serve the community to enroll in our new Community Engaged Research Internship program.  The GenCen undergraduate advisor will work with students to match them with local organizations offering opportunities for engaged research around gender and sexuality issues.  

Research is community engaged when it involves reciprocal partnerships and addresses the needs of the community. Projects for this internship will be semester bounded, and will contribute to the activities, priorities, and goals of the community organization. Outcomes of the internship may include: published reports, exhibits and multimedia forms of presentation, art installations, clinical and other service procedures, programs and events, policy briefs, court briefings, and legislation. Each internship will involve a student intern, a GenCen faculty supervisor, and a community organization working collaboratively to complete a research-based semester project on gender and/or sexuality that will comprise the student’s grade for WS 493. 
The final product of the research internship will be pre-defined by the team and based on a rubric tailored to the needs of the project. Upon completion, these assignments may become components of the student’s job portfolio or included in graduate school applications.  Students who are approved for an internship will be eligible for $2,000 in financial assistance provided through the GenCen Community Engaged Research Scholarship Fund. See details below for applying for one of these scholarships.
Students should discuss possible research projects with the GenCen Advisor before applying. Students may propose a project and a community organization for their internship, or they may choose from a number of pre-arranged projects that the GenCen has available.
Possible internship projects:
· Greeks Taking the Lead is a collaborative project between the Department of Prevention, Outreach, and Education (POE) and the MSU Greek community. The goal of this project is to reduce the incidence of sexual assault of Greek community members. A range of data have been collected on assessment of the risk of sexual assault, such as “heat maps” of perceived risk in fraternity houses drawn by fraternity and sorority risk managers. These data and more will be available for a student over summer 2019 to analyze and compile into a report that POE will use as a baseline measure of climate and as a tool for improving prevention and education programs.
· The Firecracker Foundation (a Lansing-based organization providing educational programs on sexual assault and healing services to child victims of sexual assault) implements a number of programs for which they need to conduct evaluation research. Their Sisters in Strength program, focused on teens of color and trauma-informed yoga programs, has evaluation data that are ready to be analyzed. Firecracker also has programs like the Title IX Advocacy that will soon be implemented in high schools. A student intern will work with Firecracker to provide reports of evaluation data that help the foundation communicate their impact and improve their services. 
· Queering Medicine is a grassroots coalition of queer individuals working to improve queer health and healthcare in the Lansing area. In collaboration with the Ingham County Health Department and Salus Center (a Lansing-based LGBTQ resource center), they have developed a survey project to be administered to LGBTQ community members. The survey focuses on the current health needs of the Lansing queer community. Once the data have been collected a student will be needed to help transcribe and code data. In addition, there is the opportunity for the student to participate in data analysis to identify community driven themes for the future work of Queering Medicine.
Application procedures and guidelines for eligibility:

1) Students must have a GPA of 2.0 or higher as well as demonstrated academic or professional experience relevant to the research project and/or organization where they wish to intern.

2) The student must submit a completed Internship Application form to the GenCen Advisor and receive approval from the Women’s and Gender Studies director by the deadline indicated.

3) To apply for a Community Engaged Research Scholarship, include an additional 1-3 paragraphs in your personal statement describing your financial need.
* Before beginning the research internship, students must successfully complete MSU’s initial online IRB training, available at: https://hrpp.msu.edu 
See the GenCen Internship website or contact the GenCen office for additional information: http://gencen.isp.msu.edu/undergraduate-students/internships/
(517) 353-5040
gencenad@msu.edu 

GenCen Research Internship Application
Name:                                                                               E-mail:          

 
    Tel:                                         
Class:  
                                                   GPA:                  
Major/Department:  


                                                        
Department Advisor:  

                 


    Advisor Tel:  


            
Semester you would like to intern:  
                                            
1.  Please indicate the community organization you are applying to intern with: (talk with the GenCen advisor prior to applying for the research internship)



                                                                                                             
2. Please indicate the professor supervising your internship:                



                                                                                                             
3.  How many internship credits do you plan to complete?                 
3 credits = 10 hours/week and 4 credits = 12 hours/week for a 15-week semester
4. Reference Letter – Please submit a reference letter from an MSU faculty member who knows you well either professionally or academically. Women’s and Gender Studies Majors do not have to submit a letter of reference.
5. Resume – Please attach a one-page resume that emphasizes any previous experience you may have relevant to the research project and/or community organization. Include any coursework relevant to conducting research. Be sure to note what special skills, knowledge, and experiences you can bring to a community-based internship focused on gender and/or sexuality.
6. Personal Statement – Attach a one-page single spaced personal statement explaining how this internship will advance your personal educational and career goals. Think about where you would like to be in five years professionally and about how this experience will help you get there. Be sure to indicate any academic training you have in the areas of applied research and gender and sexuality studies.
7. Scholarship – Please indicate if you are interested in being considered for the GenCen Community Engaged Research Scholarship Fund. Please include an additional 1-3 paragraphs in your personal statement describing your financial need. Materials in support of demonstrating such need are encouraged as applicable.
*** Deadlines ***

Fall Internships - applications due by July 1st 
Spring Internships - applications due by November 1st   
Summer Internships – applications due by March 1st 
Applications are accepted at any time during the year however students are encouraged to submit their application as early as possible in order to secure a position that is best suited to their interests.
*Electronic submissions only! Email to: gencenad@msu.edu*
